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adornment with which to appear before a woman; tut it matters not, my Lord, I ana too much of a Stuart, I give yon warning, to fear a sword, even though it be a naked one."
" It is not out of place here, Madame," replied Lindsay, bringing the weapon round in front of him with the point on the ground, and resting his elbow on the hilt, " for it is an old acquaintance of your family."
" Your ancestors, my Lord, were so brave and so loyal that I venture not to doubt what you say. Marry, so good a Wade may well have rendered them good service."
" Yes, Madame, yes, that it did, but it was such service as Kings never forgive. He who performed the service with it was Archibald Bell-the-Cat, and he was girded with it on the day when, to justify his name, he dragged from the tent of your great-grandfather, the third James, his crew of fawning minions, whom he hung over the bridge of Lauder with the halters of his soldiers' horses. With this same sword he slew at one blow in single combat Speirs of Kelspendie, who dared to speak lightly of him in presence of Bang James IV., trusting to the protection of his master, which was of no more avail against it than was his buckler, which it clove in twain. Upon its master's death, which took place two years later, after the defeat of Flodden, where he left his two sons and two hundred warriors bearing the Douglas name upon the field, it passed to the hands of the Earl of Angus, who drew it from the scabbard when he hunted the Hamiltons out of Edinburgh, which he accomplished so quickly and so thoroughly that the affair was called the * street-sweeping/ Lastly, your father, James V., saw its glitter at the battle of the bridge of the Tweed, when Buccleuch, incited thereto by him, tried to snatch him from the